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Landmark Plan To Rebuild Public
Housing Proposed

By Gail Berkley

esidents in San Fran-
cisco'public housing
can look forward 1o
renovations to their
hones and opportunities to move
from'living 1n public housing (o
affordable rentals Lo homeown-
ership ‘thanks ‘to.a new housing
imbative announced last week,

As envisioned, ‘the imtiative
will help o prevent gentrification
particularly ufthe Southeast area
of the city and stem'the exodus
of African’ Americans from the
ity ;

“The initiative was' pro-
posed by Mayor Gavin New-
som and Supecvisor Sophie
Maxwell following meetings
of the HOPE SF Task Force.

Mewsom and Maxwell's proposal
fo issue a 595 million bond'to
rebuild San Francisco's most
distressed housing sites is part
of the Mayor's propoted 2007-
2008 budget The investment
would leverage approximately
$700 millionm additional private
and public funds. As part of the
Mayor's HOPE SF imiliative the
measure is expected to go before
the Board of Supervisors donng a
budget hearing next week.

The funding for the bond
will come from'a combination
of sources, including Mayor
Mewsom's 2007-2008" budget
proposal, which inclodes al 85
million: down-payment towards
£95 ‘million.in revenue, bonds to
help rebaild 800-900 of the City's
most distressed public: housing
umits. ‘The proposal would also
help create 250-350 new afford-
able homes, and 700-900" new
market-rate homes and’condo-
miniums.

“['challenge anyone to identify
amore pressimg need forthe City
and County’ of San Francisco,”
gaid Mayor Newsom., “HOPE
SF and this new parinership
agrecment focus our collective
determination to. make immedi-
ate ‘and_lasting change for the
City’s public housing residents.”

Dedicated lo the cause of the
poapie= that na gocd ‘case shall

“This funding: proposal is a
crucial’ first! stepinimaking 'a
real difference iin the livés of
public housing residents; and
will strengthen. families i the
community.” said-Supervisor
Maxwell.

“Ultimately, for African Amer:-
cansiin the city, disproportion-
alely our 'population resides in
public. housing. > said, Dwayne
Jones, Director of Communities
of Opportunity. for the Mayor's
office.

Jonezs smd current public hous-
ing units are 20010 35 years be-
yond their lifespan. The federal
office of Housimp and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) s trying to get
out'of the housing business and is
not providing funds at the level of
needed mamtenance, Jones said.
He said because of deferred main-
tenance, residents are suffenng
healthiimpacts from mildew and
other hazards in their units.

The new plan' guarantees one
for one replacement of'units,
therefore slopping gentrification,
Jones gaid. He said/the plan is
a‘linchpin ‘for keeping African
American population and grow-
ing the number of A fnican Ameri-
cans in the city,

“1ive beenworkang with the city
for 10 vears and this is probahbly
the biggest thing to happen' for
African Americans in terms: of
gentrification,” Jones said.

Over the past séveral years San
Francisco has seen a'steep decline
in the number of African- Ameri-
cans. The rate of decline in San
Francisco exceeds other jurisdic-
tions with. similar, demographic
and charactenistics.

Newsom and Maxwell co-spon-
sored the HOPE SE Task Force,
which met in March. The task
force goals included that the mon-
ey go to rebuild developments that
commit to: One-for-one replace-
ment of all public housing units,
phased development to minimize
relocation, high levels of resident
participation and support for
the rebuilding efforts, and envi-
ronmentally. sustainable build-

Fred Blackwell, Mayor's Office of Commu mtr Davel upnmnt{:llrlr.tnr. Haynr Gwln Newsom,

and Dwayne Jones, Director. of Communities of Opportunity

Ing p:rm:ti:l.:s and accessibility.
In addition to improved housing,
housing authornty residents wall
be employed in the rebuilding of
the enits‘and minonty businesses
will receive contracts to-help with
the construction, Jones said.

Mayor Newsom and Superyi-
sor Maxwell also announced a
partnership agreement between
the San Francisco Housing Au-
thonly (SFEHA) and the Cily
for
Houging."! The agreement for-
mally recognizes the mutual
accountability between City De-
partments and the SFHA on key
issucs such' as public safety,
healthy housing standards, human
SCTVICES, gesistance in'replacing
obsolete housing (HOPE! 5F),
and increased technology invest-
meni.

The housing initialive comes
on the heels of Newsom's recent
announcement of 'a partnership
with San Francisco State’'s Col-
lege of Ethmic Studies to examine
ways to mamtain and incrcase

“Safe and Decent Public

the Afncan Amecncan presence
in'the city. i

SFSUwill provade research as-
sistance and mnalysis in support
ofthe city’s effort 10 preserve the
current Afncan-American popu-
lation'and look at ways to attract
new Afncan-American residents
and businesses.

“We feltstrongly that we needed
a partnership that could bring wca-
demic ngor toithe research phase
and objectivity to the recommen-
dation phase,” said Mayor's Of-
fice of Community Development
Director, Fred Blackwell. “The
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College of Ethnic' Studies 1s:a
perfeet match on both of those
fronts,” said Blackwell.

The Task Fores included public
housing residents, City Commis-
$100ETS, comumunily actvists, and
the business and labor communi-
ty. Its task was to deliver recom-
mendations on how to improve
public housing in San Francisco.
The Task Force called for 2 sig-
nificant investment in the HOPE
SF program, in résponse 1o cuts
by the federal’ government for

« the HOPE VT housing' program

and public housing in gencral.
Through'the plan, Jones said
pockets of poverty will be dif-
fused as a mix of housing includ-
ing subsidized, affordable and
market rate will be developed
ar existing public housing sites.
This will stabilize neighbor-
hoods; Jones said.

Jones said if the supervisors
approve the first phase of the plan
in' the 2007-08 budgeét, repairs
of existing units can begn im-
mediately.

He said groundbreaking on
rebuilding Hunters View in the
Southeast neighborhood 15 about
OIE year away.

He said the rebuilding plom in-
ciudes an “exhaustive community
engagement process.”

“We are being regarded as a

national model in terms of this
plan,” said Jones. He said New-
som has been asked by Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi (D-5F),

HUD director Alphonsa Jackson
to go 1o other cities to discuss the

program.

LENNAR/BEVHP AND THE SAN FRANCISCO REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
will be sponsoring a workshop discussing the
OPPORTUNITY for homeownership

6 p.m. -

Flease RSVP for this community workshop by calling the San Francisco
Redevelopment Agency Site Office at {415) 822-4847 ext 201.
We look forward to seeing you!

GET ON TRACK TO OWNING YOUR OWN HOME TODAY!

REMEMBER, if you are a San Francisco Redevelopment Agency Residential
Certificate of Preference holder, you have top priority in the sale of the new
homes at the Hunters Point Shipyard. Certificates of Preference were awarded to
housaeholds previously displaced by Redevelopment Activity in Hunters Point and
tha Western Addition in the past. If you think you are entitled to the Certificate,
please call 415-749-2432 or visit www.sfraaffordablehousing.org.

8 p.m. Market Rate & Limited Equﬂ‘r Presentation

PLEASE JOIN US!

Tuesday, June 19, 2007
Lennar Trailer
Hunters Point Shipyard

Rafreshments will be served

_D__ﬂl.'l't miss the_r OPPORTUNITY

Lannar BYHP



